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Introduction

The Little Round Schoolhouse is a home-based mixed age program for children 3-6 years old.  The school is situated on our land, conveniently located in East Asheville.  We are devoted to providing a quality program that meets the physical, social-emotional, mental, and spiritual needs of young children.  We recognize and value the magic of early childhood and want to create a space that honors and nurtures our young children. 

We draw a great amount of inspiration from the Waldorf model of early childhood education, which doesn’t include any formal academics but sets the foundation for academic learning later in life.  We believe that play is the true work of childhood and that learning by doing provides a framework for problem solving and critical thinking, as well as a love for lifelong learning.

We surround our children with simple, natural toys and experiences.  We let the children do things directly for themselves, trusting in their natural development and growth.

Each day begins with circle time, where children will enjoy songs, movements, verses, and finger plays that recognize and celebrate the cycles of the natural world.  Story time is also an important aspect of our daily rhythm and children will use stories to engage in drama and puppetry.

Children are served natural, nutritious snacks (made with their help!).  They enjoy a daily rhythm of activities including free indoor and outdoor play, nature walks, watercolor painting, baking, beeswax modeling, gardening, handwork and sewing, and seasonal crafts.  Our family includes rabbits and chickens and we desire to offer the children opportunities to participate in meaningful exchanges with animals and urban farming.

We are a small school of dedicated teachers with many years experience working with children.  We value lifelong learning in ourselves and strive for continual education outside of the classroom.     

General Guidelines for Acceptance

We believe that each child is an individual and, because of this, there can be no strict rules or requirements for acceptance into our program.  As you read our guidelines, keep this in mind.  If you feel that your child is an exception to these recommendations, please contact us and we would be happy to discuss it with you.

· We recommend that your child is three years old on or before May 31st for entry into Kindergarten.

· All children must be potty trained before they begin attending school.  

· We are not equipped to accommodate children with severe physical or mental disabilities due to the limitations of our setting.  We are happy to discuss your child with you in detail and work to include him/her if at all possible.

Rhythms in the Kindergarten

Children live in a world of rhythm—from the rhythm of the breath in their bodies to the rhythm of waking and sleeping with each day.  As the year goes through the cycle of the seasons, children are aware of the rhythm of the earth.  Children flourish when their lives move to rhythm and find comfort in the routine of daily activities.  

With this in mind, the Kindergarten follows a daily and weekly rhythm of activities.  Each day, the activities flow with alternating periods of breathing in (quiet moments of story time and circle) and breathing out (active moments of vigorous play and work).  In general, the morning begins with a period of creative play and circle time.  After snack, children go outside for free play then quiet down to hear a story.  All transitions are graced with song.  Each day includes its own special activity, which happens during free play.  These activities include baking, watercolor, nature-based crafts, and beeswax modeling.  A group activity will also be offered each day during outdoor play.  These include yoga, music, gardening, and group games.  

Themes and activities follow the greater rhythms of nature, connecting the child’s daily classroom experience with the cycles of the greater world.  

A Day in the Kindergarten

This is a sample schedule, which will give you a basic idea of what a day will look like.  The final schedule will be posted in the classroom and given to parents before the first day of school.

9:00-9:15
Drop off time

9:15-9:35
Circle

9:35-10:35
Free play (including offerings of art, cooking, & nature-based crafts)

10:35-10:50
Rest time (and use bathroom & wash hands)

10:55-11:20
Snack

11:20-11:35
Story Time

11:35-12:30
Outside Play (includes nature walk, gardening and farming activities)

12:30-12:55
Lunch

12:55-1:00
Goodbye circle & end of Kindergarten day

Meals

Please pack a healthy, well-balanced lunch for your child each day.  We ask that you don’t pack dessert and remove or minimize refine sugars from your child’s lunch.  A healthy lunch will help sustain your child through the school day.  We ask that water bottles, lunch boxes, and other items brought to school be free of commercial images and advertising.

Kindergarteners will prepare nutritious snacks each school day.  These include whole grains, bread, rice, popcorn, seeds & nuts, raw vegetables, vegetable soup, and, on rare occasion, special treats prepared by the children.

Clothing & Dress

Kindergarten is a place of hard work and active play.  Please select sturdy shoes that are appropriate for outdoor play.  Dress your child in clothing that can withstand the work of your little artist/gardener/creator.  Select clothing that is:

· Easy to move in and taken on/off for the bathroom

· Able to withstand dirt, grease, paint, water, etc

· Layered for changeable weather

· Free from fashion commercial images and advertising

Each child will have a cubby for keeping an extra set of clothes.  We ask that the following clothing items be maintained in each child’s cubby.  Please bring these on the first day of school.  



Two pairs of socks



Two pairs of underwear



A shirt



Pants



Sun hat



Sweater/jacket, hat, mittens (when seasonably appropriate)



Rain jacket & boots*



Slippers *

*It is recommended that each child have a rain jacket and a pair of rain boots and slippers that remain at school at all times. 

Wet or dirty clothes need to be taken home at the end of each day.  Please replace anything brought home. 

We will be playing outside in all kinds of weather, so children need to be prepared to play in the wind, rain, snow, and sun.  If you would like your child to wear sunscreen or bug repellent, please apply it before sending your child to school that day.  

Morning Arrival & Afternoon Departure

Drop off time is from 9:00-9:15 AM.  Please plan to arrive on time.  Late arrivals disrupt circle time. If late arrival is necessary, please remain outside the classroom until 9:30 (or when circle is complete).  To report an absence, call or email us to let us know your child won’t be attending. 

Parking is across the street from our property at Bethesda United Methodist Church.  For your child’s safety, it is imperative that you walk your child across the street and to the garden gate.  We will watch your child from the gate to the Little Round Schoolhouse.  You may walk your child all the way to the classroom door if you would like, but we do ask that you say goodbye at the door unless we’ve discussed other arrangements ahead of time.  This is not a time when we will be available for conversation or to discuss questions from parents.  If you need to inform the teacher of something concerning your child, please do so briefly at drop off or send a note with your child.  Pickup time at 1pm is the best time for discussion and conversation concerning your child’s day.  

The Kindergarten day ends following lunch at 1pm.  One of the teachers will open the door to the Little Round Schoolhouse to signal that our day is complete.  It is at this time that you may come inside and be with your child.  Please help them to pack up their lunch and tidy their cubby, modeling to them the importance of taking care of your belongings.  Any wet or dirty clothes should be taken home and replaced with clean clothes the next school day.  Please stay with your child as you walk through the garden gate and across the street to the parking lot.  

We will have close parking spots available for those of you with small children or other special needs.  Let us know this and we can make arrangements for you to park closer.

Health

Your child’s health is very important to us.  As parents, you know your child better than we do and can recognize when your child appears ill.  Our lively day is not a soothing environment for a sick child and children should stay home and rest if they are not completely well.  It is one of our goals to decrease the amount that illness is spread from one child to another.  It is important to keep your child home if he or she has one of the following symptoms:

· Fever of 101( or higher (or has had one in the previous 24 hours)

· Conjunctivitis (pink eye)

· Heavy nasal discharge (severe cold)

· Severe cough

· Vomiting

· Unusual rash

· Diarrhea

· Head lice

· Symptoms associated with a contagious disease (reddened eyes, sore throat, headache, abdominal pain, fever)

· Too ill or fatigued to participate in the daily activities of kindergarten

We are not equipped to deal with sick children.  If your child develops any symptoms of illness during the school day, we will remove the child from the group and notify the parent to pick up the child.  Please plan to keep your child home for at least 24 hours after symptoms have passed.

Teachers will administer only emergency medications (for example, those for an asthma attack or an allergic reaction).  All medications must be brought in original containers clearly labeled with instructions.  Parents must complete paper work with instructions for administering medication.

Visiting the Classroom

Visits are welcome when made in advance with the teachers.  Visitors will be given a meaningful task to perform while quietly joining the kindergarten day.  Please remember that adult conversations are held to a minimum as the space is held for the children.  Visitors include both parents and perspective parents/children.  

Birthday Celebrations

Birthday celebrations are a special time at our school when the teachers have an opportunity to show our appreciation for your child’s presence in our school.  A birthday story is told which describes, through the imagination, a human child’s birth experience.  The story is followed by singing, a birthday snack prepared by the child’s family, and a special gift made by the teacher to the child.  This is often a very memorable experience for your child and you are warmly welcomed to participate.  Please contact us at least one full week before your child’s birthday to discuss the details. 

Communication

Good, open communication is essential to the success of our program.  To facilitate good communication, the program includes the following:

· Home visits are scheduled in August with the goal of being complete before the beginning of school.  They give the children an opportunity to begin to foster a connection between home and school.  They also give the teachers a view of your child’s home life and create a deeper bond between the child and teacher.  If a home visit is not convenient for you, please let us know and we are happy to arrange a meeting at the Little Round Schoolhouse.  

· Parent-teacher conferences are scheduled twice a year—once in Jan/Feb and once at the end of the year.  These provide an opportunity for sharing impressions, concerns, and goals for the child (from both the parent and teacher).  

· We are always grateful for communication from you about significant changes in your child’s life or concerns or questions you may have about your child.  Please don’t wait until conference time to discuss your child with us.  Please schedule a time for an in-person or telephone conversation if the need arises.  

· Parents will be asked for their feedback about the program twice during the year, corresponding with the times of the parent-teacher conferences.  This is a time for you to give feedback about the program itself and any compliments, concerns, or questions you may have.  This is a time for us to improve our program and what we offer the children.  If you have a major concern, please don’t hesitate to speak to us about it right away.

· The school’s newsletter is emailed each week and is available online.  Please let us know if you are unable to view the newsletter online and we will send your child home with a hard copy.  

· Every four to six weeks we will send home feedback about your child’s experience, including specific successes and goal setting for the future.

· We rely heavily on email communication.  If you do not have regular, daily access to email please let us know and we will plan to communicate last minute announcements and changes with you by phone.

Community Activities

Throughout the school year, we will be offering community gatherings, including potlucks, discussions, and craft and handwork groups.  This is a time to gather together, get to know one another, and learn a new craft or activity.  We hope you’ll join us!  There is an important social aspect of these gatherings in that they help build the circle of loving adults around the children.  If you would like to lead one of these gatherings, please let us know!  
Festivals

The Little Round Schoolhouse marks the rhythm of the year through the celebration of various festivals that focus primarily on nature’s changing processes.  Children experience festivals as special, magical experiences and find great joy in the preparation for these events—baking special treats, learning new songs and verses, and decorating the schoolhouse.  There will also be the opportunity for our school to join in on the celebrations with the greater Waldorf community of Asheville.  Help with festivals is required from all Little Round Schoolhouse families. 

We will celebrate four festivals together:  Michaelmas (end of September), Martinmas/Lantern Walk (mid-November), Advent Spiral (mid-December) and May Faire (beginning of May).  

Parent Education Meetings

We will schedule three parent meetings throughout the year.  These are important times for us to get together to discuss issues that affect us as parents of young children and members of the Little Round Schoolhouse community.  We expect one parent from each family to attend these meetings.  Dates and times will be announced at the parent orientation meeting.
Field Trips

Three to four field trips will be scheduled throughout the year.  Parents will be needed as drivers and chaperones for these events.  We encourage families to carpool when possible.  We always welcome suggestions for new field trips!
Discipline

The daily rhythm of the classroom will do a great job to minimize conflict, as children know, out of habit, what is expected of them.  Teachers model ways of resolving conflicts among the children.  When necessary, teachers may use a “time in”—a period of time where the child will work with or help an adult until the child is ready to join the classroom activities.

In the event of an incident of serious misbehavior, the teachers will fill out an Incident Report.  This report includes the names of the children involved, what happened, how the issue was resolved, and how a similar incident might be avoided in the future.  

If an incident report is filled out, the parents will be notified on the same day and a copy of the report will be sent to the parent(s) within one week from the day of misbehavior.  

If difficulties are persistent, a teacher will request a conference with the parents.  The adults can then assess the situation and work together to find ways to help the child express him/herself in more appropriate ways. 

The parents and teachers will draft a plan for specific ways to handle the misbehavior in the future.  A period of time will be set (usually 2-3 weeks) during which the misbehavior will be addressed at both school and home.  If there is no noticeable improvement within the time frame deemed reasonable by the teachers, then it may be appropriate to request the child to leave the program (although every effort will be made to avoid this). 

There are certain serious behaviors that might result in a child being sent home from school.  Teachers will exercise their best judgment and work to respond in an age appropriate manner.  These behaviors include:

· Running away or repeatedly trying to run away

· Intentionally injuring/hurting another person

· Aggressive behavior that results in injury (whether intentional or not)

· Uncontrollable disruptive behavior

· Repeated refusal of adults’ guidance

Calendar, Teacher Work Days, & Holidays

The Little Round Schoolhouse will meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9am-1pm.  We will begin the week of September 6-8th.  The following are all holidays and teacher workdays.  A complete calendar is available online and kept updated, including conference days, field trips, workdays, community gatherings, and seasonal festivals.  View the calendar at http://www.littleroundschoolhouse.com/calendar/.  
Sep 6-8
      First Week of School

Oct 20
      Teacher Work Day

Nov 22-24
      Thanksgiving Break

Dec 20-Jan 5     Winter Break

Jan 10
       First day back after winter break

Feb 9  
      Teacher Work Day*

Apr 3-5
      Spring Break

May 3

      Teacher Work Day*

May 31
      Last day of school

*In the event that school days are lost due to inclement weather, these days will be used to make up missed school days.  If more than two days are missed, we will add schooldays on Friday, not to exceed three Fridays.

Inclement Weather Policy

In the event of inclement weather, The Little Round Schoolhouse will follow the decision of Evergreen Community Charter School.  We have chosen this school because it is in our neighborhood (similar road conditions), pulls children from across the county, and does not use buses.  We hope following Evergreen will limit our days missed due to inclement weather.

If Evergreen is on a one-hour delay, we will meet on time.  

If Evergreen is on a two-hour delay, we will begin at 10am and finish at 1pm.  

Please call Evergreen’s Weather Hotline to check the status of school.  That number is:  828-298-2173 ext 101.  Please check the status before leaving for school, as sometimes changes are made if weather conditions worsen.  LRS will also send out an email in the event that we are delayed or closed.  If you are unable to reach the weather hotline or your email, you may call us to check on the status of school.


Teacher Illness

As a home-based program, we are not able to have substitutes when teachers are ill.  In the event that the teachers are ill, school will be cancelled and parents will be notified.  The cancellation will be treated like an inclement weather day and made up at the end of the year or on a Friday.

Tuition & Payments

The tuition rate is calculated based on $75/week.  Tuition will be paid in 9 flat monthly fees (Sept-May) of $285/month, giving a yearly total of $2565. 

Payment is due the 1st day of each month, and due no later than the 5th of the month.  If there is a problem and tuition will be made later than the 5th, then it is necessary to communicate this to us in writing.  If there is no written communication, then a charge of $25 will be assessed.  I understand that that full monthly fee is due even in cases of absence due to illness or travel or school being cancelled due to inclement weather.

If late tuition is not paid by the end of the month, my child may not attend school until the balance is paid in full.  In the event of default, the outstanding balance shall accrue interest at the rate of 18% per annum, from the date of default until paid in full.  If the outstanding balance is referred to a collection agency, I/we agree to pay, in addition, a reasonable collection agency fee which shall be 35% of the past due balance and all other costs of collection including but not limited to attorney fees and court costs.  

Work Hour Requirements

The success of our school community and your child’s time here is dependent on the help and work of each family.  Each family is required to donate 6 working hours throughout the school year helping with various projects, festival planning and preparation, repairs, construction, cleaning, etc.   The teachers will keep a list of jobs and tasks that need to be done.  Families may opt to pay $72 in lieu of working 6 hours, which is billed at the beginning of the school year.  Left over hours not worked are billed at the end of the school year at a rate of $12/hour.  

Snack Helpers

The children work together each school day to make nutritious foods from scratch.  As part of their commitment to our program, our families rotate the responsibility of shopping for meal ingredients.  Each month, we will schedule two families to shop for our food needs for that month.   A schedule will be set during our parent orientation meeting and each family will be responsible to provide snack 1-2 times.  The teachers will supply the shopping list (usually to include things such as baking yeast, flour, rice, and tamari, for example).  Families should expect to spend $15-$20.  If this additional responsibility is a burden to your family, please let us know and we will be happy to help.

We encourage you to shop with your children and further strengthen the school-home connection.

